
March 

Bird Hike 
March 29th, 8:00 a.m.  
Rim Rock Trailhead 
 
Come out and enjoy a guided birding hike on the Rim 
Rock National Recreation Trail.  Bring binoculars if 
you have them.  Learn how to spot birds, recognize 
their songs, and list your observations. This hike is 
beginner and child-friendly, but please leave pets at 
home. Limited spots are available. To register, call  
Chelsea DeVivo at 618-253-1001. 
 

April 

Illinois Indigenous Plants Symposium 
April 5th, 2:00 p.m. Field Trip Atwood Ridge RNA, 
Shawnee National Forest 
April 6th, 8:00 a.m.-3:45 p.m. John A. Logan College, 
Carterville 
April 7th, 10:00 a.m. Field Trip Rocky Bluff Trail, 
Crab Orchard NWR 
 
Sponsored by the Illinois Native Plant Society, the 7th 
Annual symposium will focus on the role of research 
in understanding, conserving and managing the 
diverse habitats found here in Southern Illinois. For 
event schedule and registration, visit https://ill-
inps.org/2019-illinois-indigenous-plants-symposium. 

 
Spring Ozark Tour 
April 13th, 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Shawnee NF Headquarters, Harrisburg 
 
The 2019 Spring Ozark Tour will highlight 3 of the 11 
“Stoneforts” in southern Illinois: Murray Bluff, 
Stonefort Bluff, and Millstone Bluff. Archaeologists,  
historians, and botanists will provide interpretation 
and spring wildflower identification at the sites. Cost 
is $40 per person and includes lunch, transportation, 
guidebook, and a t-shirt. Pre-register by April 1, 2019, 
by email at info@illinoisozarks.com. 

Trash Blast 
April 27th, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Bell Smith Springs 
 
Join the Friends of the Shawnee NF for their spring 
Trash Blast! Enjoy the beauty of the season while 
giving back to your federal lands.  Wear long pants 
and sturdy shoes and bring water and a lunch or 
snack. For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/shawneefriends. 

 
May 

Fishing Derby  
May 18th, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Site 1: Oakwood Bottoms Interpretive Site, Grand 
Tower 
Site 2: Pennant Bar, Grantsburg 
 

Kids 5 through 15 are invited to participate in a 
Fishing Derby! Children will sign up by age for 
fishing and casting contests. Prizes will be awarded 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in different fishing categories. 
Must be accompanied by an adult. Lunch will be 
provided.  Registration begins at 8:00 a.m. and fishing 
begins at 8:30 a.m.  For more information, call: 
Hidden Springs R.D., Vienna at 618-658-2111 or 
Mississippi Bluffs R.D., Jonesboro at 618-833-8576. 

 

Tike Hike 
May 20th, 10:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 
Giant City State Park Visitor Center 

 
Enjoy an hour of activities and an exploratory hike 

with your little ones!  Families with infants and 
children up to age 5 are encouraged to come to the 
forest and play! Closed– toed shoes and long pants are 

encouraged.  Feel free to bring a picnic lunch for after 
hike. Pre-register by calling the Mississippi Bluffs 
Ranger District at 618-833-8576. 
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June 

ArborWild! 
June 6th, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
Evergreen Park, Carbondale 
 
Connect with nature and discover something new! 
Families are invited to this free program to learn about 
recycling, fishing, birding, reptiles, cultural heritage, 
Leaving No Trace, and much more. Bring a picnic 
lunch and enjoy the outdoors!  
*Groups of 10 or more need to pre-register by  
contacting Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District at  
618-833-8576. 

 
 
Family Trekkers 
June 11th, Lake Glendale 
June 18th, Pounds Hollow Recreation Area 
June 25th, Bell Smith Springs  
All programs are from 10:00 a.m.-11:30a.m. 
 
Summer vacation is here and it’s time to head outside! 
Bring your family and friends and join us at different 
locations throughout the forest as we hike and discov-
er the many wonders along the trail.  All sites have 
picnic areas and Lake Glendale and Pounds Hollow 
have beaches so bring a picnic lunch and your swim-
ming gear for after the program!  Registration is  
required.   For more information or to register, call the 
Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District at 618-833-8576. 
 
 
 

Miller Grove Open House  
June 15th, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Miller Grove, Simpson 
 
Learn about the history of the pre-Civil War African 
American Miller Grove settlement and see an archae-
ology dig in progress. Arrive at any time throughout 
the morning as archaeologists will be on site to inter-
pret the history being uncovered. Come to the parking 
lot on Forest Road 1889, off of Cedar Grove Road. 
Look for signs. For more information, contact the  
Hidden Springs Ranger District at 618-658-2111. 
 

 

 

July 

Become a Junior Ranger 
July 5th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Vienna City Park, Vienna 
 
Become a Jr. Ranger though this hands-on program 
where children get a chance to learn about fire safety, 
compass orientation, and wildlife.  Participants will 
earn a Jr. Ranger badge, special access to official web-
site and activity book.  Appropriate for ages 7 and up.  
To register, call the Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District 
at 618-833-8576. 
 
Summer Young Trekkers 
July 9th, Wings, Stings and Leggy Things  
July 16th, Water Wonders 
July 23rd, Step Back in Time 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds, Jonesboro 
All programs are from 10:00 a.m.– 11:30 a.m.   
 
Join us in a Young Trekkers adventure this summer!  
Each day explore a different topic through activities 
and games.  This program is appropriate for grades  
1st-5th.  Registration is required.  Sign up for one or 
all!  For more information or to register, call the  
Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District at 618-833-8576. 

 
 

 

******************************* 
Shawnee Volunteer Corps  
Spring Service Schedule  

 
Service Work Days 
March 23 Lusk Creek Wilderness 
  Gravel Hauling with pack stock 
April 6  Garden of the Gods Wilderness 
  Gravel Hauling with pack stock 
May 11 Panther Den Wilderness 
  Invasive species removal 
All work days are from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Give back to your public lands and learn a new skill 
by volunteering on the Shawnee National Forest.  Sign 
up for one or for all!  No experience necessary but 
registration is required.  To register or for more infor-
mation, contact the Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District 
at 618-833-8576.  
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August 

Smokey’s 75th Birthday Bash 
August 9th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Vienna City Park, Vienna 
August 10th, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds, Jonesboro 
 

Come celebrate with Smokey Bear at one of his 75th 
birthday parties! Get a chance to visit with 
firefighters, see fire engines up close, play “Pin the 
Badge on Smokey”, discover the history of Smokey 
Bear, learn about fire safety and much more! All ages 
are welcome.  For more information, call the 
Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District at 618-833-8576. 

 
 
September 
 
Nature Fest at Cache River Days 
September 14th, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Ball Park, Ullin 
 

A full day of fun, free activities focused on the plants 
and animals of the Cache River and Cypress Creek 
watersheds.  Canoe tours, live wildlife exhibits, nature 
activities, crafts and much more. Visit  
www.friendsofthecache.org for more information. 
 

 

Trash Blast 
September 28th, 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Garden of the Gods Observation Trail 
 
Join the Friends of the Shawnee National Forest for 
their fall Trash Blast! Enjoy the autumn weather and 
scenery while volunteering at this iconic site.  Wear 
long pants and sturdy shoes and bring water and a 
lunch or snack. For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/shawneefriends. 
 
 

 

Fall Ozark Tour 

September 28th, To Be Determined 
 

Join the Fall 2019 Ozark Tour and their experienced 
guides as they lead you to scenic and historical sites of 
the Shawnee National Forest. Moderate hiking will be 
required. For more information, visit 
www.illinoisozark.com.  

 

 

 

Hunting and Fishing Days 
September 28th, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
September 29th, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
John A. Logan Community College 
 
Celebrate the 32nd annual Hunting and Fishing Days! 
This event focuses on the legacy and activities of 
hunting and fishing in Illinois. It is an educational, 
family event, dedicated to teaching ethics, safety,  
and conservation in order to enhance the outdoor 
experience. Admission and parking are FREE!  Visit 
www.sihfd.org for more information.  

Visit the Shawnee National Forest website to see additional events 
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October 

Snake Road Tour  
October 5th, 12:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. 
Winters Pond  
La Rue Pine Hills Research Natural Area 
 

Join Illinois Department of Natural Resources Natural 
Heritage Biologist Scott Ballard for a guided hike 
along Snake Road. Learn about the variety of reptiles 
and amphibians that are found in this ecologically rich 
area. Long pants, hiking shoes, and water are recom-
mended. No pre-registration needed.  This event is 
hosted by the Friends of the Shawnee National Forest. 
 

Critter Night 
October 18th, 4:30 p.m.-6:30 p.m. 
Lincoln Memorial Picnic Grounds 
Jonesboro, IL 
 

Come join the Forest Service, Friends of the Shawnee 
National Forest, and UNIMIN Minerals, Inc. in an 
evening of activities and crafts centered around noc-
turnal animals. Visit a “bat cave”, hear wildlife 
sounds, hike an interpretive trail and meet costumed 
critters along the way! Free Again, Inc. will be pre-
senting “Birds of Prey” so please bring a lawn chair or 
blanket. Large groups (10+) need to pre-register at 
618-833-8576. 

 

November  

Millstone Bluff Archaeological Site 
Guided Tour 
November 2nd, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Millstone Bluff Trail, Glendale, IL 
 
Enjoy a tour of Millstone Bluff led by Shawnee Na-
tional Forest archaeologists.  Learn about this unique 
archaeological site that was one of southern Illinois’s 
stone forts during the Late Woodland period (AD 300-
900), and was later occupied as a village during the 
Mississippian period (AD 1250-1550). The trail is a  
.6 mile loop and is moderate to difficult, including a 
wooden staircase.  Registration required.  For more 
information or to register, call the Hidden Springs 
Ranger District at 618-658-2111. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

******************************** 
 

Shawnee Volunteer Corps  
 

Give back to your public lands and learn a new skill 
by volunteering on the Shawnee National Forest.  For 
more information, contact Kelly Pearson, Volunteer 
Coordinator at the Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District 
at 618-833-8576, Extension 106 or visit the Shawnee 
National Forest website for upcoming service dates. 
 
 

 ******************************** 
 

Conservation Education and  
Outreach 

 
The Shawnee National Forest offers environmental 
education programs for schools and community 
groups throughout the year.  For more information or 
to schedule a program, contact: 
 
Mississippi Bluffs Ranger District 
Linda Hauser, 618-833-8576 
lhauser@fs.fed.us 
 
Hidden Springs Ranger District 
Richard Parker, 618-658-1302 
richardparker@fs.fed.us 
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